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Inside and
Outside, This

Waterfront
Home Has
Pizzazz

A House Built In the "40s
Takes On a Completely
Different Look After Interior
Designer Martin C. Martinez
Purchased and Decorated It

B‘I.' Siee Lynn

Photopeaphy By Tim Riler, Fasi L amderadale

artin Martinez loves o buy hames he fumishes, lives
in and eventually seils, One of his bomes he mecently sold,
bocated on Tndian Creek in Mismi Beach, became an inside
puiside home s the cutside and inskde were both furmished
with the sunse manzical touches,

harinez, o native of Usugoay, came 10 the Linited Smes
when he was 20 vears old do sfisdy al Parsens School of
Design. He came 1o Miami in 1999 as be had several chients
in Mew York who hod bought new homes in South Florida thal
pecded o be decortad Tram 1op w boltom

iplors of 8 pregn
ni thit Laficling o
vl gooosey 1hal i
Mlartiner 1 vhe st ol many Chents

Me impact Parsons comributed too his satural Mair for
intersor design helped him develop 2 style that takes shape
once he shisdies the home's orchitecture and his cligngs” life-
aly le

-1 like 10 desipn in different stybes,” he said, “depeniding
wpon BLy clients, 1 like same rooms 10 be very symmetrienl,
T cabers | like to fumish with an eclectie stvle. eombining
different stvles of furnishings that complement each arher. It
depends upon my ¢lients und their lifestyles.”

Martinez enjoys stepping out of the box (o creale o mood
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that eombines comfom with style by usmg basie colors with color
acoents throwgheut, In one condominium sputment io Soath Besach,
he wsed e color orange s the main color in some moems o well os
OTANEE 5 AR &oogn] Cilor i olher s,

Hawever, in this 1800-spuare-foot hame, whose backyand
shakes hopds with Indian Creek. his approach wos mase conséivi
tive reganding color. Since both the condominiem and the one fmaky
honse were for his personal use, ibe possibilities of how he could give
the house thas lacked personaliy some oomph and pizzars made s
creptive juices Hlosa

“This |5 o home. not an apartment, and having s mach Jond
arcund i, Front and back suggested o completely diffesent approsch.
bz explained, The house wis bt o 1948 and, to 20 extent, wasn
atiraciive on the outeide, Thore wenen 't any custanding architectural
details. The way Martinez overcame the lock of Mavor on the boase's
boxy foont was 1o cover the exteryor wilh hedges,

1 ot out arcos of the hedges where windows Wwere oested,
In a rooim that faced the froal of e biase, you now Gon see the
beuntifal pamieris. It swtomatically chanped the ok ol (be house.
Muartimes compured the groasds to an lmalian gorden with @ tropheal
rwist, thanks to (e palm trees swaying throughout the ganden, (0T

to the side on the front lavwie e placed toco Phillipe Starke bubblke
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and helps unify the living area. “Lamps are ane of my passiors,” = o
Mariner nevealed, nmeresting accessaslos ane displayed on 1he

firpplace mantel and gray wall

club chairs. construcied of pelypropylens. Between the chairs. in
froot of 1the undulating palm rees o bust of Beethoven was placed,
“pecause i looked s if it belonged there.”

Analer unique Wach o the Iroal gardens 15 the mche where
& stugee of o boy and his dog are stationed. Ar night when the from
vird i hil, the ared becomes g dramatic seifimg where one can =i
amd enpey B beverage of simpdy relax and enjoy ine mghe

Al the entrance indude the house, Martines painted the concrete
fircplace and zamounding wall gray. "It unifies the fireplace. wall
and the polizhed concrete Moore 187% an masual place for a fine-
place. but that was where the bailder pat it. However, It serves the

ing room, which serves many different functions. The wenge-wood
tible con sceommapodate 4ix diners who can be seated commloriahily
o cheairs upholstered with plain linen fabeie, the samss fabric ased
an 1he sda it hiving room secton ol the pramed rooem, A rounc,
lovw-pike wool g under the table unifics ibe seiing. Behimd the
dining room seling. Martinez |'I|.1i:l:-i!‘ i deather uing: chairs and a
pamlieg on an casel in front of the el

The very contemporany living mom, where two Ere paintings
hanz over the sofs has an invitng appeal, especially at night wilen
canelbes, the firepdace and [anps are lit, “The two bamre] chairs cumne
frome am English men's club,” Maminee wabd, sddding be is always on

“If you live on the water, you have to have an outstanding
area in the back of your house. You want a ‘breezy’ feeling, a
place to entertain, to relax, swim and enjoy dining alfresco.”

sume prrpoee is 11 i was i the [iving room; if provides coziness o
the entire living area.’

In an mecresting creativie touch, Martiner placed a large, full-
kength marror apainsg & wall in the diming room which opens up the
mom @ven mane than without the mdmor, The crystal chamdelwer

above ke daning rable adds a sparkbe o ihis area of the prand liv-

the bsodoul for uouseal furnizhings that he l:n..-t;'|n wuniil he finds
place for il For either his clicnts or himself.

Marinex chasg a commercial berber campet on top of the pol-
igheed conenee fhoor o onifying the oo and chairs

Conogrming bedrmoms, he saod, “A bed docsn™t have 1o be oime
fered on 2 wall, amd might tables do not have to mimie cach other.
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headbaard was once lL"..i-lfl!._! bench in 2
restauraann, (helps rum the marter hed-
PN MG 2 Wi, Eviting rocams, Animal ] |
prine pilows acld 2 lusty contrast to the
o Ay be sedate mastor bodrgom
I

There™s nothang wiang with having non .:h.:lu'llill'u_.' naght tables &nd dafferent shybed lxmipe on exch side of the bed.” He pointed out how be
suceessiully =dapted this s'..-'xil"r'. xr_','r i aoe of the guest bedmossms,

Murtines often placed millows on the loor, on beds, chairs amd =ofas tn sdd am ins iting, casual wauch, Since s doe, Brams, shares
thee bz, Martiner weed wachable fabeics os many [fumishings and pillows,

[i"s heard tov believe the keadboard in the moster bedrsom was originally 3 bench thar came fom a restgurant. =1 removed 1he sear and
reuphiolstered the bench in o different faboic and i1 became the focal point in thic Bednoam

“This is &n echeene moom, The side tables are differeat, one = mound with a white marble top, fhe oiber is mahopany with a desk
[

“1 like 1o wse animal trims,™ he said, referring 1o ihe footstoo] and pillew on the wing chatr. “They are always in fashion and a WY
good wiech,” the designer said. The low-pile wool cunpet contrasis nicely with the dark wood-wemge wood (loor,

As inpcresting and inviting as the front lawin and the miersor is, the back of the honze is where “glamour” apiers 1he conversatan.,

I8 yewa Bive om b waser. you bave to have on owistanding smea in the hack of youer bronise,” Muaminez sald. *You wang o “breesy” feel
L. & Placs 10 cmemaan, o relax, swim and enjoy dinkng alfreson. | think the back area of the loose scoomplishes sl of this. It is whers
it do most of oar enferiainment. Many tines our guests come in their boat instesd of driving here, ™

Ihe comiorable patio begs for people to relus asd be caseal, The oversized chairs uphobstered in Sunbrellu fabric; which holds g
sip well in all Kinds of wemher. The catdoor ares rug is & synthetic liber meant for sutdaar use,

I dony recommend using sisal rugs if they are placed in on aren where they con get wet,™ be said,

A home where the interior and extezior blend so well 15 a tesnmony to Mantin Martinez"s ability w take what was sn onlinary water-

frome home asdd tum i into an extmordinsry comfortable seiting, where anyene wou bl be hapey 1o live, B



